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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is responsive to application filed on Oct. 1, 2003. Claims 1 - 20 
are pending examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "at least one physical interface" in line 8. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1 - 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 

4 

Jerger et a. U.S. Patent No. 6,321 ,334 (referred to hereafter as Jerger). 

■ 

As to claim 1 , Jerger teaches a material content setting adjustment system 
comprising: 

at least one computer (see, col. 3 lines 28 - 32, Jerger discloses a computer 
browsing session between a client computer and a server computer in a network); 

at least one interface facilitating communication between said at least one 
computer and a network (see col. 3 lines 32 -41 and fig. 1 item # 153, jerger discloses 
a computer browsing session between a client computer and a server computer using a 
. network interface) ; 
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at least one interface mode adjustment switch having a plurality of physical 
operating mode positions (see col. 3 line 65 - col. 4 line 12 & col. 4 lines 127 -44, and 
figs. 4A and 5A, Jerger discloses a pictorial interface representation of different modes 
that are available to a user); and 

a controller coupled to said at least one physical interface mode adjustment 
switch and selectively determining passage of material content between said at least 

i 

one computer and said at least one interface in response to position of said at least one 
interface mode adjustment switch (see col. 13, line 47 -col. 14 line 11 and col. 18 line 
12-31, Jerger discloses a dialog window presenting user interfaces , where a user is 

* 

able to select a desired level of mode) . 

As to claim 2, Jerger teaches a system as in claim 1 wherein said at least one 
interface is an interface selected from at least one of a gateway, a hub, a high-speed 
communication interface, and a router (see col. 12, lines 41 - 56 and fig. 1). 

As to claim 3, Jerger teaches a system as in claim 1 wherein said controller is 
contained at least partially within said at least one computer (see col. 12 lines 41 - 56). 

As to claim 4, Jerger teaches a system as in claim 1 wherein said controller is 
contained at least partially within said at least one interface(see col. 12 lines 31 - 40). 

As to claim 5, Jerger teaches a system as in claim 1 wherein said plurality of 
operating mode positions correspond with a plurality of operating modes of said 
controller (see col. 16 lines 21 - 50 and fig.4A). 

As to claim 6, Jerger teaches a system as in claim 1 wherein said controller has 
a plurality of operating modes that comprise modes selected from at least two of a 



.1 4 
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blocking mode, a learning mode, a partially blocking mode, and a non-blocking mode 
(see col. 20 lines 35 - 57). 

As to claim 7, Jerger teaches a system as in claim 1 wherein said at least one 
interface mode adjustment switch has a firewall activated position and a firewall 
deactivated position(see col. 3 lines 41 - 54). 

As to claim 8, Jerger teaches a system as in claim 1 wherein said interface is 
coupled to said network via a connection selected from at least one of a high-speed 
communication connection, a digital subscriber line connection, a communications-unity 
antenna television connection, a satellite connection, a wireless connection, a 
broadband cable connection, analog connection, and an Internet connection (see fig. 2). 

As to claim 9, Jerger teaches a system as in claim 1 wherein said at least one 
interface mode adjustment switch is a switch selected from at least one of a toggle 
switch, a rotary switch, a push button switch, a rocker switch, a slide switch, and a 
keylock switch (see col. 18, lines 12-50 and figs. 4A and 5A). 

As to claim 10, Jerger teaches the method of claim 1 wherein said at least on 
interface mode adjustment switch is hardware-based (see col. 12, lines 20 - 40, the 
switch is inherently activated using a mouse or a keyboard which is a hardware switch). 

As to claim 1 1 , Jerger teaches a system as in claim 1 wherein said at least one 
interface mode adjustment switch is mounted in at least one of said at least one 
computer, said at least one interface, and at least one housing (see figs 4A and 5 A). 



* 
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As to claim 12, Jerger teaches a material content setting adjustment system 
comprising: 

at least one computer (see col. 3, lines 29 - 41 ); 

at least one interface facilitating communication between said at least one 
computer and a network (see coL3 lines 32-41); 

at least one interface mode adjustment switch having a plurality of operating 
mode selections comprising a learning mode selection (see col. 18 lines 12-31); and 

a controller coupled to said at least one interface mode adjustment switch, 
having a plurality,of operating mode selections, and selectively determining passage of 
material content between said at least one computer and said at least one interface in 
response to said plurality of operating mode selections(see col. 13 lines 47 - col. 14 line 
11). 

As to claim 13, Jerger teaches a system as in claim 12 wherein said at least one 
interface mode adjustment switch is software actuated (see col. 12, lines 20 - 40). 

As to claim 14, Jerger teaches a system as in claim 12 wherein said plurality of 
operating mode positions have an onscreen representation (see fig. 4A, Jerger 
discloses multiple operating modes such as high, medium and low). 

As to claim15, Jerger teaches a system as in claim 12 wherein status of said at 
least one interface mode adjustment switch is continuously shown on said at least one 
computer desktop(see fig. 4A). 

As to claim 16, Jerger teaches a method of adjusting passage of material 
content within a communication system comprising: 
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facilitating communication between at least one computer and a network via at 
least one interface (see col. 3 lines 32 - 41); 

selecting a material content passage operating mode via at least one physical 
interface mode adjustment switch(see col. 13 lines 47 - col. 14 line 11); 

and determining passage of material content between said at least one 
computer and said at least one interface in response to said selected material content 
passage operating mode(see col. 18 lines 12-31). 

As to claim 17, Jerger teaches a method as in claim 16 further comprising: 
selecting a learning mode; and learning allowable material content (see col. 13 lines 47 
- col. 14 lines 11). 

As to claim 18, Jerger teaches a method as in claim 17 wherein learning 
allowable material content comprises operating in a non-blocking mode or a partially 
blocking mode (see col. 13, lines 47 - col. 14 lines 11 and fig. 7 A). 

As to claim 19, Jerger teaches a method as in claim 17 wherein learning 
allowable material content is performed for a predetermined length of time(see col. 13 
lines 47 - col. 14 lines 44 - 64). 

As to claim 20, Jerger teaches a method as in claim 16 further comprising 
operating in at least one mode selected from a blocking mode, a learning mode, and a 
non-blocking mode (see col. 13, lines 47 -col. 14 lines 11 and fig. 7A). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sargon N. Nano whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4007. The examiner can normally be reached on 8 hour. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571) 272-4001. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 



Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
Sargon Nano 
Jan. 17,2007 
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